CHAPTER TWENTY-FIVE

Still at Peace

In the Thirties the number and popularity of News Cinemas
greatly increased. The news-programme usually repeated itself
every hour and a half, rather than every three hours, and the
entrance fee was correspondingly reduced. They were News
Cinemas precisely in the sense that the newspapers were news-
papers. The programme consisted usually of two short news
reels giving pictures of parades, disasters, sporting events., and
so on; a Walt Disney film for the comic strip; for feature articles,
short sequences on travel, fashion, natural history, industry,
sport; often an interview; musical interludes.
The last years of the Thirties were notable for some real
improvement in full-length British films. In 1938 there was
'Pygmalion5, featuring Leslie Howard; Bernard Shaw himself
adapted his play for filming and won the American Academy of
Motion Pictures' Annual Award for the best scenario. There
was also The Citadel5, starring Robert Donat, and adapted
from A, J. Cronin's jrealistic moral novel about a doctor's pro-
gress from a Welsh mining village to a practice in Harley Street.
Alfred Hitchcock was the most skilful of British directors: in his
thriller, 'The Lady Vanishes', a high spot was an apparently
topical Crisis-conversation between two Englishmen in the
restaurant-car of a train, illustrated by tactical exercises with
lumps of sugar on the tablecloth. The talk turned out to refer
to the precarious position of the English cricket eleven in a Test
Match, which they were hurrying from abroad to attend, When
the enthusiasts reached Victoria Station they were met with a
poster: 'Rain Stops Play5.
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